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H.R. 1084 – Fracturing Responsibility and Awareness of Chemicals (FRAC) Act 
Background

· In the United States, 90% of oil and natural gas wells use the hydraulic fracturing method to stimulate production. There are shale gas plays throughout the United States; the largest and most controversial are the Bakken shale in the Rocky Mountain west and the Marcellus shale in the northeast, from Ohio to New York. Fracking in the Marcellus shale has the potential to endanger drinking water for population centers such as New York City, Philadelphia, and Boston. The practice occurs both on private lands owned by oil and gas companies and on public lands leased to them. 

What are the concerns about fracking?
· Fracturing fluids can contain toxic chemicals that can cause several kinds of cancers, birth defects, and blood and nervous system disorders. 

· The extent of the toxicity is not known because companies are not required to divulge the chemicals that they use, or the amounts, but some of them, like benzene and ethylene glycol, are known. Most of the fluids used in hydraulic fracturing are recovered, but some cannot be extracted from the ground, leaving hazardous chemicals in the earth and further contaminating underground water sources

What does “The FRAC Act” do?
· Introduced jointly in the House and the Senate, eliminates the exemption for hydraulic fracturing under the Safe Drinking Water Act. This would mean that hydraulic fracturing operations would have federal safe-practice regulations like other industries that inject fluids into the ground, while leaving considerable flexibility to most states to develop their own programs. 
· Closes the “Halliburton Loophole” by requiring public disclosure of the chemicals used in fracking operations. 
Congressional Cosponsors

Rep. Ackerman, Gary L. 
Rep. Berman, Howard L.
Rep. Capps, Lois
Rep. Connolly, Gerald E. 
Rep. Ellison, Keith 
Rep. Engel, Eliot L.
Rep. Farr, Sam

Rep. Frank, Barney

Rep. Grijalva, Raul M..
Rep. Hirono, Mazie K.
Rep. Holt, Rush D. 
Rep. Honda, Michael M. 
Rep. Kildee, Dale E.
Rep. Kucinich, Dennis J. 
Rep. Lowey, Nita 
Rep. Maloney, Carolyn B.
Rep. McCollum, Betty 
Rep. Moran, James P.
Rep. Moore, Gwen

Rep. Nadler, Jerrold 
Rep. Pallone, Frank, Jr.
Rep. Pingree, Chellie

Rep. Sarbanes, John P.
Rep. Schakowsky, Janice D.
Rep. Stark, Fortney Pete 
Rep. Tonko, Paul D.
Rep. Van Hollen, Chris

Rep. Weiner, Anthony D. 
Rep. Woolsey, Lynn

� EMBED Word.Picture.8 ���




















[image: image2.wmf] 

_1298374604.doc
[image: image1.png]






