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Congressman
Jared Polis

2nd District, Colorado | 501 Cannon HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515 | (202) 225-2161

H.R. 643 – The Sugar Loaf Fire Protection District Land Exchange Act 
Background

· Since 1967, the Sugar Loaf Fire Protection District, located west of Boulder, Colorado, has owned and operated two fire stations on National Forest System pursuant to special use permits issued by the U.S. Forest Service. 
· For over 40 years, the Sugar Loaf Fire Protection District has provided the foothills above Boulder with emergency response services as well as a community center and polling location. However, because their buildings are located on public lands, the Sugar Loaf Fire Protection District has been unable to install a number of basic necessities—running water and restroom facilities—making work difficult and community events uncomfortable.

· In order for the District to make physical improvements to their stations and programs, the District seeks ownership of the land on which the fire stations are located.
· The legislation, which Polis first introduced in 2009, passed the House in July 2010, but failed to move in the Senate before the end of the 111th Congress.  Senators Mark Udall (D-CO) and Michael Bennet (D-CO) have also re-introduced companion legislation in the Senate for the 112th Congress.
What does the “Sugar Loaf Fire Protection District Land Exchange” Bill do? 
· House companion to legislation introduced by Senator Mark Udall (D-CO): S.555
· Would allow for the exchange of approximately 5.17 acres of an unincorporated part of Boulder County within National Forest boundaries in return for the estimated 5.8 acres where the two fire stations are located. 
· This exchange will allow the Sugar Loaf Fire District to maintain and upgrade two fire stations serving Sugar Loaf and other nearby communities and properties-areas that are in the wildland/urban interface and at a high risk of wildfires.  The land received in return by the federal government would become part of the Arapahoe-Roosevelt National Forest. 
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