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Congressman
Jared Polis

2nd District, Colorado | 501 Cannon HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515 | (202) 225-2161

H.R. 6194 - The National Environmental Education Reauthorization Act of 2010
Background 

· The 101st Congress enacted the National Environmental Education Act of 1990 (P.L. 101-619) to renew the federal role in environmental education and establish an Office of Environmental Education within EPA. In the law’s findings, the 101st Congress stated that existing federal programs to educate the public about environmental problems and train environmental professionals were inadequate and that increasing the federal role in this area is necessary.  

· A report to Congress by the National Environmental Education Advisory Council in 2005 found that “since the National Environmental Education Act was passed in 1990, the overall quality of environmental education has improved measurably across the nation. The report concludes that not only has environmental education achieved national prominence in its development as a profession, but it has also proven to be a viable strategy for enhancing environmental stewardship. 
What the National Environmental Education Act Reauthorization does:

The Reauthorization Act contains a number of revisions that would strengthen and modernize the NEEA and build on environmental literacy efforts. The revised NEEA would:
· Refocus the Office of Environmental Education, part of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, to prepare Americans for employment in environmentally friendly fields, such as energy efficiency, green building design, commercial-scale renewable energy, low-emission vehicles and the production of environmentally friendly products. 
· Make available strategically targeted grants to achieve national environmental goals and increase environmental literacy by educating and training citizens in fields that promote the sustainability of natural resources. 

· Clarify the definition of environmental education to focus on formal and non-formal education, conveying knowledge and skills to equip the general public to work collectively and individually toward solutions to current environmental problems and prevention of new ones.
·  Authorize $40 million for OEE, increasing to $50 million over ten years.

· Recalculate the formula for distributing funds under the act as follows:

· 30 percent shall be available for the activities of the Office of Environmental Education; 

· 25 percent shall be available for the operation of the environmental education and training program; 

· 35 percent shall be available for environmental education grants; 

· 10 percent shall be available for support of the National Environmental Education Foundation.
Supporting Organizations

· National Wildlife Federation, National Environmental Education Foundation, National Audubon Society, American Forest Foundation / Project Learning Tree, and the North American Association for Environmental Education
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