
July	
  29,	
  2014	
  
	
  
The	
  Honorable	
  Jared	
  Polis	
  
1433	
  Longworth	
  House	
  Office	
  Building	
  
Washington,	
  DC	
  20515	
  
	
  
RE:	
  Special	
  Management	
  Areas	
  
	
  
Dear	
  Representative	
  Polis,	
  
	
  
Our	
  organizations	
  work	
  on	
  public	
  land	
  issues	
  focusing	
  on	
  the	
  outdoor	
  recreation	
  economy.	
  
First	
  and	
  foremost,	
  we	
  want	
  to	
  thank	
  you	
  for	
  your	
  work	
  on	
  the	
  Rocky	
  Mountain	
  Recreation	
  
and	
  Wilderness	
  Preservation	
  Act.	
  We	
  know	
  you	
  and	
  your	
  staff	
  are	
  committed	
  to	
  this	
  
legislation,	
  and	
  many	
  other	
  outdoor	
  recreation	
  initiatives,	
  and	
  we	
  applaud	
  these	
  efforts.	
  
	
  
The	
  recreation	
  economy	
  of	
  the	
  21st	
  century	
  continues	
  to	
  grow	
  and	
  provide	
  sustainable	
  jobs	
  in	
  
rural	
  and	
  urban	
  gateway	
  communities	
  across	
  the	
  country.	
  	
  Our	
  organizations,	
  and	
  the	
  
individuals	
  we	
  represent,	
  have	
  been	
  working	
  to	
  complement	
  the	
  efforts	
  of	
  the	
  conservation	
  
groups	
  on	
  public	
  lands	
  bills	
  around	
  the	
  country.	
  	
  Traditional	
  public	
  lands	
  bills	
  focus	
  on	
  
Wilderness	
  designation,	
  which	
  is	
  critical	
  for	
  protecting	
  our	
  wild	
  lands.	
  
	
  
However,	
  with	
  the	
  expansion	
  and	
  diversity	
  of	
  the	
  recreation	
  economy,	
  other	
  protections	
  are	
  
often	
  just	
  as	
  important	
  to	
  the	
  growth	
  and	
  success	
  of	
  the	
  outdoor	
  industry.	
  	
  Recreation	
  
Management	
  Areas	
  provide	
  protection	
  for	
  key	
  recreation	
  assets	
  that	
  are	
  often	
  closer	
  to	
  
gateway	
  towns	
  and	
  provide	
  convenient	
  front	
  country	
  outdoor	
  opportunities.	
  They	
  also	
  
provide	
  certainty	
  for	
  local	
  businesses	
  that	
  are	
  confident	
  that	
  continued	
  investment	
  in	
  these	
  
communities	
  will	
  be	
  beneficial.	
  There	
  are	
  currently	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  public	
  land	
  bills	
  and	
  
proposals	
  that	
  include	
  these	
  types	
  of	
  designations,	
  such	
  as	
  Mr.	
  Bishop’s	
  public	
  lands	
  initiative	
  
for	
  Eastern	
  Utah,	
  the	
  Rocky	
  Mountain	
  Front	
  Heritage	
  Act	
  and	
  Forest	
  Jobs	
  and	
  Recreation	
  Act	
  
in	
  Montana,	
  the	
  Hermosa	
  Creek	
  Watershed	
  Protection	
  Act	
  in	
  Colorado,	
  and	
  the	
  Central	
  Coast	
  
Heritage	
  Protection	
  Act	
  California.	
  The	
  inclusion	
  of	
  the	
  Recreation	
  Management	
  Areas	
  allows	
  
us	
  to	
  build	
  broad	
  support	
  for	
  these	
  bills:	
  
	
  

• on	
  both	
  sides	
  of	
  the	
  aisle	
  
• with	
  user	
  groups	
  of	
  all	
  types	
  
• with	
  outdoor	
  businesses,	
  both	
  locally	
  and	
  nationally	
  
• with	
  gateway	
  business	
  such	
  as	
  restaurants	
  and	
  hotels	
  
• and	
  with	
  conservation	
  groups	
  

	
  
Few	
  places	
  are	
  more	
  iconic	
  and	
  important	
  to	
  the	
  outdoor	
  industry	
  than	
  those	
  in	
  your	
  district.	
  
Wilderness	
  alone	
  will	
  not	
  fully	
  protect	
  the	
  recreation	
  economy	
  of	
  central	
  Colorado.	
  For	
  this	
  
reason	
  we	
  thank	
  you	
  for	
  including	
  the	
  Tenmile	
  Recreation	
  Management	
  Area	
  in	
  your	
  bill.	
  
Ensuring	
  the	
  inclusion	
  of	
  the	
  RMA	
  in	
  the	
  introduction	
  of	
  the	
  bill	
  will	
  help	
  generate	
  broad	
  and	
  
diverse	
  support	
  from	
  the	
  mountain	
  bike	
  and	
  recreation	
  community	
  and	
  set	
  a	
  precedent	
  that	
  
small	
  protections	
  and	
  investments	
  in	
  the	
  outdoor	
  recreation	
  economy	
  will	
  reap	
  many	
  
benefits.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  



Most	
  sincerely,	
  
	
  
	
  
Jenn	
  Dice	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Ashley	
  Korenblat	
   	
  	
  
People	
  for	
  Bikes	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Public	
  Land	
  Solutions	
   	
  
	
  
Aaron	
  Clark	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Kirk	
  Bailey	
  
International	
  Mountain	
  Bicycling	
  Association	
   Outdoor	
  Industry	
  Association	
  


